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secured the partial immunity from distraint which Dunwich
had acquired half a century earlier 1.    The burgesses were
not to be arrested for any debt of which they were neither
sureties nor principal debtors, unless the debtors of their
community were solvent and their court had made default
in justice to the creditors.    About the same time also, and
a few years later, the privilege was extended at the instance
of the king's brother Richard, king of the Romans, to alien
merchants of certain foreign towns with the same conditional
proviso limiting its operation.     The traders of St. Omer,
Groningen, Ghent, Douai and Liibeck, among others, were
exempted   from   arrest,   " unless   perchance   the   debtors
themselves be of their commune and jurisdiction having the
wherewithal to pay their debts " 2.   Only in the closing years
of Henry III.'s reign, perhaps under the influence of Prince
Edward3, did a more enlightened municipal policy begin to
prevail.    In 1268 Northampton, and in 1272 Nottingham
and Beverley4, secured a confirmation of their charters with
the proviso omitted :   the burgesses of Nottingham " shall
have for ever throughout our whole land and jurisdiction
this liberty, to wit, that they and their goods found in what-
soever place in our jurisdiction shall not be arrested for
any debt of which they are not the pledges or principal
debtors ".
Under Edward I. commercial practice underwent con-
siderable modification, and the procedure for the recovery
of debts entered on a fresh stage in its history. The first
1 Charter Rolls, vol. i. 442 (Lincoln), 443 (Northampton), 444 (Lynn), 447
(Norwich), 448 (Nottingham), 456 (Guildford), 471 (Oxford), 472 (Stamford),
Ibid. vol. ii. 24 (Retford), 32 (Berwick), 48 (Worcester). Ibid. vol. iii. 186
(York), 190 (Scarborough), 239 (Hereford), 426 (Shrewsbury). Bridg-
north : R, W. Eyton, Antiquities of Shropshire (1854), i. 307. Southampton:
H. W. Gidden, Charters of Southampton (1909), i. 8. Cambridge: Cambridge
Borough Charters, 15, Canterbury : Hist. MSS. Comm. 9th Rep. part i.
App. 166. But Leicester did not gain this partial immunity until 1269:
Records of Leicester, i. 56.
a Charter Rolls, i. 441 (St. Omer, 1255) ; ii. 10 (Groningen, 1258), 22
(Ghent, 1259), 40 (Aardenburg, 1262), 133 (Abbeville, 1269). Douai (1260):
Letter Book B, 233. Liibeck (1266) : Patent Rolls, 1266-1272, p. 20.
s The proviso had been omitted by Prince Edward in his charter to Car*
marthen. (1257) : Charter Rollst i. 461.
* Records of Northampton, i. 50 ; Records of Nottingham, i. 53 ; Charter
Rolls, iii. 100 (Beverley). The proviso was omitted in the case of La Mote
(Kent) in 1266 : Charter Rolls, ii. 6z.